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Yet no works
have had a
-wider influ-
ence upon
society than
those of
Rousseau.

persecution met him wherever he went in Switzerland,
and in 1766 he fled to England at the invitation of the
philosopher Hume. Here he soon imagined himself the
victim of a plot, and returned to France, where for more
than a decade he wandered about in the vicinity of Paris.
In 1778 he died and was buried at Ermenonville.,, Fif-
teen years later, during the Reign of Terror, he was
hailed as a liberator, and his mortal remains were borne
in triumph back to Paris by the revolutionists. There
they were laid to rest in the Pantheon, the temple
dedicated by France to her greatest sons.'
This recognition was late, but deserved. No other
person, indeed, has ever approached Rousseau in point-
ing out the cares and distresses of the poor and op-
pressed, as they drag along their existence and produce
the prosperity which is concentrated in the hands of a
small but privileged group. ,sNo works besides his
treatises have so graphically depicted the need for a
change of front in society, or sounded such a clarion
call to the downtrodden to arise in battle. His anarchic
and unsocial individualism complemented the rational-
ism and intellectual skepticism of Voltaire, and there
resulted a furious revolution and a blind reaction to the
decadent order of society. Rousseau may not have
caused the French Revolution, but, as Napoleon de-
dared, it would have been impossible without himi
His brilliant and emotional naturalism crystallized the